
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Toronto Mayor David Miller to be Keynote Speaker at Bridgewater Sustainability Forum 
 
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia – March 17, 2009 (Town of Bridgewater) – To celebrate a community planning process, and 
offer a venue for public dialogue on “sustainability”, the Town of Bridgewater is hosting the Bridgewater Sustainability 
Forum on Saturday April 4th, from 2:30 to 5:00PM at the Michelin Social Club (221 Logan Rd) in Bridgewater. 
 
The Forum, subtitled “how we can all create global, regional, and local solutions… today” will feature a high profile 
cast of speakers.  Each will present how their work contributes to a sustainable society, and offer insights into what 
the community of Bridgewater can learn from their experiences.   
 
The keynote speaker will be David Miller, Mayor of Toronto.  Offering insights and lessons learned from 
Toronto’s successes and challenges in creating livable neighborhoods, public transit systems, affordable housing, 
extensive environmental programs and more, Mayor Miller will provide a valuable big-picture perspective on how 
governments, communities and businesses can collaborate to create a healthy future.   
 
Visitors to this free event will also hear from the following local speakers: 
 

 Barry Zwicker, CEO of Scotian Windfields, will discuss the opportunities in renewable energy for Nova 
Scotians 

 Jim Reid, CEO of Green Solutions North America, will describe the business case for sustainability and 
corporate social responsibility 

 Alex Godbold, a teacher at Parkview Education Centre, will speak about how school gardens are promoting 
sustainability right in our own backyard 

 
In addition to these speakers, Town of Bridgewater political leaders will describe work being done by the Town to 
plan for a better future through the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP).  The event will then culminate in 
a panel discussion where presenters will engage in a lively debate with members of the public. 
 
From 2008 to 2010, the Town of Bridgewater is developing the ICSP, a long-term vision and action plan for the 
community.  This process to develop this plan is called “Sustainable Bridgewater”.  Sustainability planning for 
municipalities is not new but this practice is growing rapidly in Canada thanks to a federal program called the Gas Tax 
Transfer.  Using this dedicated source of funding, all 55 municipalities in Nova Scotia are required to produce ICSPs by 
2010.  Bridgewater is using some of its Gas Tax dollars to fund a series of public education and consultation events, 
including this Forum. Mayor Miller’s visit, the Forum and the brunch are generously co-sponsored by Conserve Nova 
Scotia. 
 
More information on the Forum and Sustainable Bridgewater is available online (www.bridgewater.ca/sustainability). 
 
Interview Contact: David Mitchell, Town Councillor, Town of Bridgewater 
Telephone: 521-6446 
Email: davidmitchell@eastlink.ca  
 
Event Logistics Contact: Mrs. Bernie Maughan, Public Participation Coordinator, Town of Bridgewater 
Telephone: 541-4386 
Email: bmaughan@bridgewater.ca  
 
Town of Bridgewater 
60 Pleasant Street 
Bridgewater, NS  B4V 3X9 
Voice 1-902-541-4386 or Fax 1-902-543-6876 
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Addendum: Bio for Mayor David Miller (courtesy of City of Toronto) 
 
Like most Torontonians, Mayor David Miller immigrated to Toronto. He and his mother arrived from England in 1967, 
and moved to Toronto in 1981.  
 
As a high school senior, the mayor played hockey and was known to use his size to his advantage in the corners. 
Mayor Miller received a degree in economics from Harvard University and a law degree from the University of 
Toronto.  
 
Before running for public office, he was a partner at the Toronto law firm Aird & Berlis, where he specialized in 
employment and immigration law and shareholder rights. He became a Metro councillor in 1994, and in 1997 he was 
elected to the new City of Toronto council where he served two terms.  
 
In November 2003, Torontonians chose David Miller as their new mayor and in November, 2006 he was re-elected 
for a second four-year term. His mandate is to make Toronto a city of prosperity, opportunity and Liveability for all 
residents. 
 
He and his wife, lawyer Jill Arthur, are the parents of two children.  
 
Among his many accomplishments as mayor, securing a New Deal for Cities with senior orders of government is one 
of his proudest. Through the Deal, Mayor Miller has enabled Toronto to garner new powers, money, and respect 
from provincial and federal governments. Under his leadership Toronto has become the only city in Canada with a 
direct agreement with the federal government on transit funding.  
 
In addition to advocating for the city of Toronto, Mayor Miller has also become one of the dominant voices for the 
national urban agenda.   
 
As the City comes into its own as a full-fledged government, it is reinvesting in Toronto's neighbourhoods and 
communities through initiatives like the Mayor's Community Safety Plan, the Clean and Beautiful City Initiative, 
rejuvenation of parks and public spaces and through ongoing revitalization of the waterfront. Mayor Miller has also 
worked to make Toronto a world-leading city on environmental issues and on June 4, 2008 he was appointed chair of 
the influential C40 Group of World Cities leading the fight against Climate Change. 
 
These positive changes have inspired a new sense of civic pride, responsibility and belonging among Torontonians. 
 


